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Background to Project
• Need for a final year, 

rigorous practical 
experience.

• Assess a wide variety of 
students from different 
backgrounds.

• Integration of visiting 
students.

• How do we assess skills that 
are perhaps not the usual 
focus of our teaching and 
learning activities?

• Curriculum Reform and 
Graduate Attributes.

• Staff Succession Planning.

• Preparation for Honours 
projects.
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Background to OSPE Design
Aberdeen Graduate Attributes
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Background
• Objective Structured Practical Examination (OSPE) 

assessments - assess theoretical, practical and problem-
solving skills at multiple stations.

• Marking criteria structured and published in advance.
• Students receive the same test and interaction with 

different examiners.
• Used in clinical courses a lot.
• Six stations, each assessing a mixture of different skills.
• Would this method be suitable to assess Honours 

sciences students in practical and communications 
skills?

• Is it an efficient method to assess a large Honours class 
and provide timely and USEFUL feedback?



What happens during the 
Biomedical Science OSPE?
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Overview of the OSPE
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How does the OSPE work?
Select your stations/timing to suit your students
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Outcomes & Feedback

• Students reported they found the process “a bit stressful” as they had 
to prove they knew how to perform specific tasks/skills.

• However, found it worthwhile preparation for upcoming practical work 
and employment opportunities.

• Staff felt it was a useful way of assessing wide array of graduate 
attributes at Honours level WITHOUT large amounts of paperwork.

• However, requires planning, clear aims and flexibility in initial stages.

• Students reported thinking more about skills expected in future 
employment, and also considering their strengths and weaknesses.

• Assessment of communications skills improved – sometimes 
forgotten in traditional science-based curricula.

• Students felt they could display their full range of knowledge, skills 
and abilities.

• Strong support team is required to initially set up such assessment 
activities.
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Future Developments
How can we make this work better?

• Remove more paper and automate as much 
as possible.

• Increase the number of staff and subject that 
can take part in the OSPE.

• Remove any subjectivity in assessment.

• Could we deliver feedback and grades to the 
VLE almost immediately?

• Outreach, remote and rural considerations?
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Use of iPads
Development of an app that can be adjusted by the assessors
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Screenshots from OSPE App



Come Here.

Go Anywhere.

That’s the difference
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